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Crystal DeBoise Lady Sings the Blues 
Her fingers are airplanes 
important blues woman singing 
her fingers are asphalt 
& everything. 
God can't lift her out of this painting. 
her eyes are out of focus and wandering 
(loose bugs sing blues good) 
when nothing is good 
when nothing is calm, 
call on her and try to sleep, she says--impossible. 
Her fingers twitch over men she 
doesn't hate 
doesn't "love" 
doesn't need. 
Her photos burn and writings too 
clean her out 
~Ier fingers are dirty wit~1 
paint 
she creates pictures 
she thinks are so ugly 
she hides them 
she hides 
in the middle of the room 
with a microphone and a piano 
mapping out the picture of pity. 
And now she lifts 
herself into calm 
and lightness 
and deep, like blue, 
sings pictures of herself 
now loud and now again softly. 
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